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From The President  

 Hi Everyone,  

 Just a little reminder 

that our annual reunion is 

just around the corner.     

 Boy, how time flies.    

Where did the year go?    Or 

years go?  It seems like only yesterday that we 

had our first reunions in Minnesota and Las 

Vegas.   My point is that we must grab the mo-

ment and not put off until tomorrow what we 

can enjoy today.    None of us is getting any 

younger...so I guess you get my drift.              

 I am most confident that Hope and Don 

will be fabulous hosts and put on a memorable 

reunion in Oklahoma City .   

 I am very much looking forward to it 

myself.   I   have spoken to a few of the guys and 

the consensus  was that one fellow is unable to 

join us, a second might make the trip for a day 

or so , and a third   is still on the fence.    

 It is understandable that there are ex-

tenuating circumstances that prevent us from 

attending all of our gatherings, but let us all 

make a concerted effort for a great turn out.    

 So get on the horn and make sure that a 

particular buddy is going.    A little persuasive 

pressure for a good turn out can not hurt.     

 The more the merrier as they 

say. Hope  to see everyone there.  
                                                         

My best regards,  

Ken Este 2010 ð 2011 President  

In Memorium  

Gentlemen and ladies,  

It saddens me to have to report the passing of 

two more members.  

ñññññññññññññññññññññð- 

Daniel J Rivera , 70, passed away in Medford, 

Oregon May 3rd. I did not know Dan person-

ally and do not know exactly when he was with 

A-1-8 but we shared a few e -mail exchanges 

over the years and can say with some certainty 

he was òthe real dealó. He joined us as a life 

member in March of 2001 and lived in Bakers-

field at the time. In 2009 he relocated to Med-

ford, Oregon.  

Dan is another of the fellows who always said, 

when asked about attending a reunion; òMaybe 

next year.ó  

I have not heard back from the next of kin so 

have no more detail.  

ññññññññññññññññññññðñ- 

 Chris Kruckow , 63 

 There is no pleasant 

way to pass along the news 

or circumstances  of Chrisõs 

death and I considered not 

publicizing it, but every-

one's going to ask anyway: 

Chris was shot and killed by his brother, Ro-

land,  age 73, on June 28 in Backus, MN.  

 The Pioneer Press newspaper says that 

Roland called the Sheriff to report the shooting 

and a .38 revolver was found on the kitchen 

counter when they arrived. It had been fired 

five times.  

 Roland is reported to have told the Sher-

iff that he shot Chris òafter he shoved him dur-

ing an argument.ó Another news 
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story said Chris òhad gone to check on Roland 

who has some mental health issuesó and yet 

another said Chris had ògone to borrow some 

toolsó. Why or what is not relevant; Chris is 

gone. 

 Chris was a 1968 ð1969 alumni of A -1-8 

and fought with us in the Plei Trap where he 

was shot in the thigh by a sniper the morning 

of March 13th as we were humping out. In a 

bad place with no LZ available, and snipers 

shooting at us, irreverent and tough Chris 

walked out using a shovel as a crutch and was 

medivaced out later in the day.  

 This one is a tough personal loss for me 

as we were in the same squad and spent nine 

months, sleeping, eating, living and, ulti-

mately, fighting together. Chris came to the 

first reunion in Minnesota in 1999 but had not 

made it to a subsequent one since citing the 

usual very valid reasons; kids in college, no 

time, no money, inconvenient time, etc. etc. 

The last time I was with Chris was at Jerry 

Loucks wake in 2000 where we, despite the 

situation and our reason for being there, really 

had a great time! Thirty -one years had not 

changed the gregarious funny man I knew 

from so long ago. 

 Chris is survived by Sheila, his wife of 

29 years, and their daughters Erin and Mi-

chelle, two grandchildren, three sisters and 

two brothers. Chris loved his family, life, and 

his 61 Chrysler 300 two door hardtop.  

 T h e 

funeral in-

cluded a ri-

fle team 

from the 

A m e r i c a n 

Legion. I 

r e a l l y 

wanted to 

attend but 

(what are 

the odds) my mother in laws service was the 

same day. A-1-8 was well represented by Greg 

and Dee Rollinger and Jerry and Cynthia Hor-

ton; thanks guys.  

Memoriam contd.  

A-1-8 Reunion September 19 ñ24 

Time is Getting Short!  

Last Day to Reserve a room at the 

discount rate is August 28!  

 

 

 

 

 

400 East Reno Ave 

Oklahoma City, OK 73104 

Make your reservations  by calling the hotel 

direct at 1 -405-601-1700 or  Marriott's toll free 

reservations at 1 -800-marriott and reference 

Oklahoma City -Bricktown . Our group refer-

ence code is A-1-8 Vietnam Veterans.  

Room rate = $109 plus tax and includes break-

fast daily and in room Internet access.  

Parking is $6 per day.  

Our special $109 rate expires August 28th after 

which rooms and rates are subject to availability.  

The Marriot Residence Inn Brickyard is situated 

in the historic Brickyard and is pedestrian, Water 

Taxi, or Trolley close to everything  essential for a 

wonderful vacation. Restaurants, Clubs, Bass Pro 

Shop, hundreds of retail shops, Coca Cola Events 

Center, theatres, museums and...so much more! 

And within a short car pool drive there is also the 

Remington Horse Racing Park and Casino, Okla-

homa State Fair, Oklahoma National Memorial, 

Cowboy Hall Of Fame andé. youõre A-1-8 vet 

buddies!  

Plan now to be there!!  

Chrisõs 1961 Chrysler 300 
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A-1-8 2011 Reunion Sign Up  

Please fill in the blanks and forward with your remittance by August 15th.  

  Basic Reunion Fee* is $50 per person. Number attending: _________ xõs $50 = __________                                                                                             

*(hospitality suite, postage etc.)  

   OPTIONAL  

  Thunder vs Celtics Basketball game.   Number attending: _________ Xõs $40 = __________ 

  Remington Horse Racing Party Suite.  Number Attending: __________  Xõs $95 = __________ 

  Reunion Souvenir Shirt. {sizes below please} Number:         _________ Xõs $21 = __________ 

              TOTAL = __________ 

  All of our other activities are òpay as we goó. 

 {Shirt Sizes & Quantity: S ___ M ___ L ___ XL ___  XXL ___ XXXL ____}  

  Who is attending:  

  Name: _____________________________________ Name : ____________________________________ 

  Name: _____________________________________ Name : ____________________________________ 

 

  Send your completed form to: Ken McCormack @ 4208 N. Rogers Rd. Spring Valley CA 91977.                          

Make your check payable to òA-1-8 Chapter 4th IDó. Do not make your check payable to Ken ! 

 

 

                       Franklin J. Runge  

                          Veterans Memorial Stadium  

                       Frank Runge died in                  

the Plei Trap Valley on March 12, 1969 while 

denying the NVA the opportunity of closing the 

rear of the ambush we were in.  

 His heroism for disrupting the NVAõs sur-

rounding us was recognized with a Silver Star 

and Purple Heart, posthumously.  

 Now, 42 years later, his home town of Gil-

let Wisconsin is recognizing and memorializing 

his sacrifice, and veterans everywhere, by nam-

ing  itõs new High School Football Stadium after 

and in honor of him.  

 This very special honor is the result of an 

anonymous $100,000 donation to the stadiums 

Capital Fund Raising Campaign which came 

with one stipulation; the new stadium had to be 

named for Frank and recognize all Veterans.  

 The dedication is tentatively scheduled 

(as of press time) for Friday September 9th. And 

Greg Rollinger and Ken McCormack plan on at-

tending. Everyone is invited and anyone contem-

plating attending should contact  Franksõ 

nephew Robert Runge at 920-604-2200 and confirm 

that there have been no changes before traveling 

to Gillet.   

 The school is located at 208 Main Street, 

Gillet, Wisconsin.  
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Sitrep  

PO Box 37  

Spring Valley, CA 91976  

2011 A -1-8  reunion information inside!  

From: Gerald Blankenship VIA Email 

Subject: Re: MOH Ceremony at Ft Carson 

Planning / itinerary for the 1SGT David H. McNerney A1/8 Medal Of Honor Dedication Ceremony  

Date & Time: Thursday October 6th, 2011 at 10:00 AM at Ft Carson. 

Hotel - The Crown Plaza, Colorado Springs, Colorado  www.cpcoloradosprings.com  Reservations - 1-800-981-4012  

Rooms - $84.00 single or double occupancy will be held for A1/8 and other attendees to the ceremony. They are normally 
$149.00. Includes in room Internet, full buffet breakfast, restaurant, and fitness center. 

Shuttle - The Crown Plaza has airport service from the Colorado Springs airport. 

 CSM Kurak - Will arrange for buses to transport A1/8 to the ceremony from Crown Plaza and back. They are not handicap 
accessible. 

 There will be a rehearsal on Wednesday evening October 5th for the A-1-8 veterans who will participate in the ceremony. 
There will be a reception following the ceremony to which all are invited. There will be modest fee to cover the actual cost of 
the reception and a hospitality suite at the hotel.  

 Dress Code for the men of A-1-8  is suit and tie or sport coat and slacks, no levis, hats or caps please. 

 Because the 4th ID has never had a Medal Of Honor donated to them before they are planning and hosting several events 
the day of the ceremony to celebrate and commemorate this historical event. 

The below email is from Gerald Blankenship announcing a ceremony to deliver Sgt David McNernysõ Medal Of Honor to 

the 4th Infantry Division. All are invited. David had no children and felt his Medal should be given to the 4th Infantry 

Division for perpetual safe keeping. A wonderful idea and so like him! The celebration will of course commemorate the 

man as well; a final farewell. Iõll see you there! 


