Florida!! Here We Come!! June 20-23.
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Enclosed is your Official Form to fill out and return to sign up for the June A/1/8 Reunion. So, now you ask, what do you get for the money? Well we seem to have settled into a formula that works with slight variations and are using it for this meeting too.

We will officially open the Hospitality Suite Thursday afternoon and spend that evening until 6:00PM or so reminiscing and welcoming each other home. Dinner, indeed the evening, is on your own. 
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Friday morning we will re-open the Suite around 9:00AM and again be there for check in and goody bag distribution until 6 or 7 or? This evening too is on your own as, frankly there is so much to see and do in Key West we felt it impossible to put together a group activity to satisfy everyone and that you would want some time to “do your own thing”. 
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So, sit around and talk in the suite or walk / wander fifteen minutes to nearby Duval Street where there are dozens of world class restaurants and nightclubs including Fancy Café Solo, Café De Artiste, A&B Lobster House, Bagetal, Conch Republic, many offering live entertainment. Nightclubs? You betcha! Including the Green Parrot, Sloppy Joe’s, Schooner’s Warf, Hogs Breath, Vigilios etc. All offer specialty themes, entertainment and good times! And there are several evening dinner cruises around the Keys! This is a party town! Or the Casa Marina, our host hotel, also has excellent restaurants, a coffee shop, three pools, spas and, well, it’s just great!!
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Saturday we have an 8:00 AM group breakfast, poolside, with fantastic landscaping and views of the Ocean, followed by a short business meeting to elect new officers and hear a financial report.  After breakfast we will be taking the official group photo and then you are on your own to see Key West, relax by the pool, go to the Beach, hook up with an old friend, sit around the hospitality suite, whatever you wish! FREE TIME!! This is your chance to see Key West in the Daylight. How about fishing (Tarpon, Grouper, Sailfish, Snapper), swimming, snorkeling, diving, rent a Jet ski or a boat and go for a ride or exploring on your own, take the Conch Train around the Island, Visit Hemingway’s Home and, and, and, well there is just so much to see and do!!!  Or just enjoy the Hotel. Sit and talk or, whatever, this is your time!
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Saturday evening (about 5:00) we will be carpooling (no buses this year so be prepared to share your ride) out to Jerry Horton’s beachfront home on Big Pine Key for a fantastic Beach Party and Pig Roast. And Jerry has signed up a local band to play for us and promises a good, no, a great time. We will also have a bon-fire and the Punch Bowl Ceremony and I am sure some words and toasts to and for our fallen friends. (No hospitality suite tonight guys!)

Sunday Morning will find us at our goodbye Brunch (9:00 AM, sleep in!), Poolside again, for final words, passing of the Gavel, choosing a location and time for next years gathering, and goodbyes.

Honor Guard

The Army, particularly Captain Kahmann the current A-1-8 Commander, is once again trying to provide us with a color guard. As you can imagine with the situation in Afghanistan this is a touch and go situation and we cannot guaranty anything except that they will be trying to be there. 
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Itinerary at a Glance

(Subject to refinement!)

Thursday June 20

3:00 PM (approx,)
Hospitality Suite opens until ??? (Around six or seven, or later!)
Check in, pick up your “Goodie” Bag, Beverages, munchies, conversation, picture and album sharing, videos,” what we carried”(Vietnam) display. Evening on your own.

Friday, June 21

12:00 Noon till 6:00 PM Hospitality Suite open

Check in, pick up your “Goodie” Bag, Beverages, munchies, conversation, picture and album sharing, videos,” what we carried” (Vietnam) display. Evening on your own.
Saturday, June 22

8:00 AM Breakfast, Poolside, short business meeting:

· Presidents welcoming words of wisdom

· Elect new officers

· Treasurers Report

· Open Forum, Discuss possible location and time for 2003 gathering

· Adjournment

Hospitality Suite Opens at close of breakfast gathering and remains open until;

5:00 PM Carpool (20 minutes) to Jerry Horton’s home on Big Pine Key for Beach Party, Pig Roast, Live Music, Sunset, Punch Bowl Ceremony, Flames of  Remembrance and ????

Sunday June 23

9:00 AM Brunch, Poolside                             

· Closing words from our new President

· Finish any old business

· Finalize 2003 meeting time and place

· Good bye until next year

· Socialize

End of “official” organized events



Questions? 

Ken McCormack (619) 997-0176 or e-mail kenmac1@cox.net
Jerry Horton (305) 395 0013 or e-mail DRJ1000@aol.com
Cruising Cruising Cruising Cruising Cruising Cruising Cruising Cruising


Some of you have expressed an interest in perhaps taking a cruise before or after we meet. I have asked my travel agent of twenty-five years, Brenda Cassidy, of ABC Travel (for those of you who do not have one) to put together some information about what is available, cost, timing etc. You can contact her direct at (619) 337-9238 to discuss and request specific information or check off the box on the registration form to receive a general package of options. She will not call you later and try to sell you anything, I promise!


           Ken





Getting There


Key West has limited Air service and depending on your carrier and connections can be expensive. Miami, being an international airport and much larger, has many more flights from everywhere! Price to either of course will vary so check both ways. Driving from Miami to Key West is approximately three-hours (per Mr. Horton) and is reported to be full of scenery and fun.





Location


Our host Hotel is the Wyndham Casa Marina Resort & Beach House, which is a world-class resort Hotel. Our rate is guaranteed at $139 through June 10 at which time we will be at “open” rates (about 100% more). The reservations toll free number is 1-800-626-0777. Our special rate account name is “Vietnam Vets Reunion 4th Division”. Reservation problem? Contact person is Mr. Ken Brown. 





Cost? $125 per person and includes breakfast meetings, Beach Party, Hospitality Suite, goodie bag.








